
STONE MOUNTAIN MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

August 18, 2025

A meeting of the Stone Mountain Memorial Association was held at Evergreen Conference Center at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, August 18, 2025
ASSOCIATION MEMBERS PRESENT

Rev. Abraham Mosley, Chairman

Joan Thomas, Vice Chair

Chris Sanders 
Michael Owens 
Erica Rocker 

Jeff Mullis
Angie Johnson, Director of State Parks & Historic Sites 
ASSOCIATION MEMBERS ABSENT
Dwight Evans 

Chris Collier
OTHERS PRESENT

Bill Stephens, C.E.O.

Edna Zimmerman, Director of Finance/Administration
Walter Rabon, Commissioner of DNR

David Hill, Director of Public Safety
Michael Dombrowski, President of Thrive SMP 
Duane Studdard, Director of Operations and Planning
Brian Faith, Assistant Director of Public Safety
Other members of the public

ROLL CALL

Mr. Mosley asked for roll call.
CALL TO ORDER


Mr. Mosley called the meeting to order and stated that a quorum was present. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Owens, seconded by Ms. Sanders, and unanimously approved to waive the reading of the minutes from the previous board meeting on May 27, 2025, and to adopt the minutes as printed. A draft copy of the minutes was sent to each board member prior to the meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Cheryl Dudley addressed the Board. She wanted to thank the Board for going forward with the museum in Memorial Hall. She said that the GA code concerning the park stated that if it is maintained as a suitable memorial to the confederacy, it meets its legal obligations. She said the Atlanta History Center has done a good job. She said that based on the information she could find from Warner Museums it will be an inclusion of Confederate History within American History.
She said she thought we should honor the dead, but the park was not completed until the 1970’s. The idea for the park started in 1915 the year the Klan started at Stone Mountain. That is not the history of the Civil War. 

Clint Monroe addressed the Board. He said that people are so polarized right now. He thought that if they were open to hearing from other people, they might find common ground. He said people want to fly the Confederate Flag inside the cemetery in the town of Stone Mountain. He asked the question “Why?”. The cemetery is a place to bury the dead. He said that after the Confederate Army surrendered over 150 years ago, there is no reason to fly the confederate flag.  He said that the Atlanta History Center had done a great job of telling the history of the park.


Wayne Cannon addressed the Board. He wanted to know why the carving had not been cleaned. He said it was an embarrassment. He wanted to know why the plazas of the confederate states beside the Memorial Lawn are not being maintained. He also said that a house in the Plantation burned down in 2023, and nothing has been built back. He wanted to know when it was going to be rebuilt. He said that President Trump had signed an executive order that all Confederate Monuments be put back in place.


Beverly Jones addressed the Board. She said that she is the mayor of the city of Stone Mountain, and most people think she is the mayor of the mountain. She said she wanted to clarify some things. She has some ideas about how to tell the truth in the Memorial Hall Museum because the truth needs to be told. She said you don’t want to forget the past because you don’t want the past to roll into the future. She said as the first African American Mayor of Stone Mountain she gets hate mail from the KKK. She has asked young African American children who live in the area, why they don’t come to the city of Stone Mountain, and they say because the Klan is there. She said we all need to feel safe. 

Meymoona Freeman addressed the Board. She said that she had spoken to the board many times over the years and she has come to praise the board today. She said the board has made hard decisions and taken the time to consider the park, Dekalb county, the State and your employees. You have made updates to the park and made it more family friendly. Please continue down this path. The change must be sustainable. She believes there is a negative feeling about the park and the area. This is a moment to teach people about the park. She said she believes there needs to be truth telling in the museum.


Dave Thomas addressed the Board.  He said he was a resident of the village of Stone Mountain. He said there were two points he wanted to make, one was that slavery, and white supremacy was central to the existence of the Confederacy. A lot of historical documents support this point. The other point is that confederates were not ashamed of slavery. The confederacy believed they had a god given right to keep people in bondage. The point is if you really want this to be a memorial you must talk about slavery and not leave that out of the confederacy story.  

Greg Pearson addressed the board. He said he was a history major at UGA, and he wanted to correct some of the things people have said. He said that if you wanted to have a truth museum then you needed to tell the truth. He said the park needed to start making some money. He said the reason the park did not have many visitors was because people in the State are not educated about the park. People in Manchester don’t come to the park because they do not feel welcome because of all the changes like moving the flags. If the park wants to make money, then they need to do something different like going into Memorial Hall and having a place to type your name to see if you have any ancestors in the confederacy. He also said they need to talk about black confederate soldiers. He said we need to have a research center.


Gill Freman addressed the board. He said you must tell the whole truth because a half-truth is a lie. It is a lack of transparency. The park needs to be more inclusive.  He said he had never heard of black confederates, they must have been cooks at gun point. For him as a council member to promote the park it must be inclusive. You cannot sanitize history for short-term comfort. He said that the museum should also address the Native Americans. 
THRIVE STONE MOUNTAIN PARK REPORT 

Mr. Dombrowski updated the Board on past and upcoming events in the park. Labor Day weekend is August 30 through September 1. There will be a return of the classic laser show plus epic fireworks for three nights. The classic laser show will be free August 31 through September 2 and September 6. There will also be an all-female acrobatic show.

The 57th annual yellow daisy festival will be held September 4th through 7th.  Featuring over 400 artists from across the country. It is a Southeast Tourism top 20 event.

FINANCE REPORT – YEAR TO DATE
Ms. Zimmerman reported that year-to-date revenues through July 31, 2025, were $5,487,984. SMMA did not receive any money from Thrive and will not until possibly April. Total operating expenses for the year to date were $5,139,670. The net operating Profit before depreciation was $363,935. The year-to-date deficiency of revenue over expenses was $2,466,083.
The Unaudited statement of cash flow reflects the net cash provided by operating activities of $1,323,177 and net cash used by investing activities of $2,622,999 year to date. The net decrease in year-to-date cash and cash equivalents was $1,299,822. The cash and investment balance at the end of the period was $2,974,715.
As of August 12, 2025, the estimated cash bank balance in SMMA’s operating checking account is $705,108. SMMA also has $1,049,615 restricted for Bond Projects. SMMA’s total cash balance is $1,754,933.

A motion was made by Mr. Owens, seconded by Ms. Thomas, and unanimously approved to accept the financials for the period ending July 31, 2025.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

Assistant Chief Faith updated the Board on the Department of Public Safety. He informed the Board they have three people in the police academy, and they are doing well and just passed the driving portion of the academy. Police officers made 850 traffic stops, handled 13 domestic disputes and made 39 arrests since the last board meeting. 

Fire rescue responded to an injury on the zip line course. She had severe bleeding from her leg. She was taken to the hospital.

SMMA SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Mr. Studdard updated the Board on the Services Department. He said the renovation of the top of the mountain is proceeding. He said they should be finished with half of the project in the next couple of weeks. The campground building is well underway. The road paving project is finished. 
ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION
Mr. Sanders made a motion to go into the Executive Session and Ms. Thomas seconded the motion. The Board unanimously approved the motion, and the meeting was suspended. Committee members, Mr. Stephens, Ms. Zimmerman, Ms. Blihovde, and Chief Hill, Mr. Studdard and Ms. Gourdine remained in the Executive Session.
A motion was made by Mr. Sanders, seconded by Ms. Rocker, and unanimously approved to end the Executive Session. 

Consideration of Proposed Ordinance Change

Mr. Stephens addressed the Board concerning an ordinance that SMMA would like to change. The change is in Section 1-103 Public Assemblies subsection 5-102 (F) (4) addition of (c) Permits for public Assemblies. The addition states No permit will be accepted prior to 90 days before the requested date of the event. 
It was 1st read at the last board Meeting and has been posted on SMMA’s website since May 2025.
A motion was made by Mr. Owens, seconded by Ms. Thomas, and unanimously approved to adopt the Ordnance change.
NEW BUSINESS

None
OLD BUSINESS

None
A motion was made by Mr. Sanders, seconded by Mr. Mullis, and unanimously approved to Adjourn. 

Submitted by Debbie Blihovde








___________________________








Rev. Abraham Mosley, Chairman
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